ading the 
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For MONDAY, April 28, 1800. 





Account of a curious Piece of Mechani/m found at Serin- 
gapatam, made by Order of Tippoo Saib, and reprefente 
ing @ Royal Tyger. 

HE following may be deemed a fufficient proof (if any 
yet were wanting) of the deep hate and-extreme loath- 
ing of Tippoo Saib towards the Englifh nation : 

A mof curious piece of mechanifm, as large as life, re« 
prefenting a royal tyger in the aét of devouring a proftrate 
European officer, was found in a room of the paiace at Serin- 
gapatam appropriated for the reception of mufical inftru- 
ments, and hence called the Ragmelhal. 

There are fome barrels in imitation of an organ within the 
body of the tyger, and a row of keys of naturalnotes. The 
founds produced by the organ are intended to refemble the 
cries of a perfon in diftrefs, intermixed with the horrid roar 
of thetyger. The machinery is fo contrived that while the 
organ is playing, the hand of the European is often lifted up 
toexprefs the agony of his helplefs and deplorable condi- 
tion, 

The whole of this machine, which is of wood, was exes 
cuted from a defign of, and under the immediate orders of, 
Tippoo Sultaun, whofe cuftom in the afternoon it was to 
amufe himfelf with a fight of this miferable emblematical 
‘numph of the Khododad over the Englith Circar. The 
Khododad fignifies the God.given Circar. The royal tyger, 
the immediate emblem of the Myfore government, and 
the armorial bearing of his family: A more appropriate 

Vor. XXXV, aC one 
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one cannot be found in all the archives of the Heralj 
Office. 

This machine has been fent from Madras to the Chairma 
of the Eaft India Company, in one of the homeward fhips 
in order that it may be prefented to his Majefty, who, m 
doubt, will give this charat¢teriftic emblem of the ferocioy 
animofity of the modern Rajazet againft the Britith nation a 
diklinganfhed place among the other curiofities in the Tower 
of London! 





THE SYLPH; 


Tus HISTORY or SOPHIA MERTON. 





(Continued from Page 305.) 


AMBIGUITY. 


"THE watchful Auri began to be ferioufly alarmed at the 
rapid progrefs of Edwin’s addrefles. To the fylphthe 
real fituation and charaéter of him and the Hartfords flool 
confeffed ; and he even debated whether he fhould not in 
cline her mind to reward the perfevering attachment of 
Everard, in order at once to avoid the precipice on whol 
brink the flood. Yo become the wife of Everard woull 
have little fuited Sophia Merton ; but to be attached to i. 
win might involve her in abfojute mifery. Great was th 
conflcrnation of her purple winged guardian, who at lengi 
iclolved to depend on the underftanding and prudence d 
his charge, and to exert all his vigilance to preferve be 
from the dangers of a perplexing entanglement, withow 
giving her to Everard; and he feduloufly ftrengthened i 
her mind every fentiment of prudence, and that honeft pnd 
which demands candour in return for candour, and refules 
be the dupe of ambiguous behaviour. 

Mr. Hartford had diftinguifhed Sophia as a reigning belt 
by a frivolous kind of gallantry, which he ftill contimue 
without any alteration after Edwin became her declare 
lover. His wife treated her with a civil coldnefs of ma 
ners, and evidently Jaboured under much embarraflmett 
from the moment her fon’s attachment became known. ® 
the converfations which Edwin held with Mifs Merton there 
appeared a great want of candour on the fubje& of fortust: 
he became more and more in love, but lefs and lefs explict 


*on pecuniary affairs: He was often loft in thought, and there 
was 
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was an air of abfence very apparent in his behaviour. which 
the power of love could not entirely account for. ‘The 
underftanding and tafte of my ward, heightened too by the 
vigilance of the faithful Auri, began to difcover in her 
admirer many a fault’ in manners and addrefs, and many. 
negleét in perfonal appearance, which augured very. badly in 
her future hufband, and was unaccountable..in a young. man 
of the fituation and conneétions..he was fuppofed to. be. 
Yet as he originally appeared to Sophia'in a prepoflefling 
point of view, and as fhe’had encouraged his .pretenfions, 
he was allowed to talk ferioutly.-ef her becoming his wife; 
and having obtained permiffion, of her-grjends: to write to 
her, concluded his vifit at his father-in-law’s,and fet off for 
the ufual place of his refidence; a much; frequented and 
polite city. mi the north. en 

A fhort tine after. Edwin’s departure from Mellford, Mr. 
Hartford waited on.the lady who had the care of Mifs Mer- 
ton, to exprefs in form his own and Mrs. Hartford’s appro- 
bation of their fon’s attachment ; But he was nearly as re- 
feyved on the fubjeét of fortune as Edwin ‘himfelf; he ex- 
prefled his entire approbation of his {on’s, marrying Sophia 
Merton, but was filent as to the ways and means by which 
they were to be fupported. Before he took his leave he 
faid fomething concerning the property to which Edwin 
was heir, and which proved to have been greatly magnified 
by report ; he then hinted that Sophia had doubtlefs been 
brought up with frugality, talked of the young people 
living ina. very narrow ftile to prevent vifitors, &c. &c. 
and, making his bow, departed. 

The lady thought Mr. Hartford's converfation very ftrange, 
and by no, means confonant to the ideas with which the 
inends of Sophia had permitted Edwin’s addreffes. A 
flrong panegyric on a narrow frugality came alfo with a very 
ill grace trom: a:man of his habits of life; fhe related the 
whole converfation to my fair ward, whofe furprize was 
equal to herown. “ It is mofttrue’”’ faid Sophia, “ that a 
clofe and narrow mode of living. is indifpenfable in narrow 
circumftances, in order to prevent ruin; but it is by no 
means necellary that I fhould bring myfelf into a fituation 
which may render fuch a mode‘of living requifite, and give 
up my hopes and expeétations, and the hopes and expetta- 
tions.of my. friends, fora life of penury.” 

Under the impreffion of thefe ideas my ward, in her cor- 
relpondence with Edwin, endeavoured to gain from himanex- 
planation onthe very important point of the means by which 
a4 3 {he 
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fhe was to be fupported ; but her admirer’s letters, although 
they breathed the language of love, were by no means fatis. 
fa€tory on the fubjeét of money. There was even an ap. 
pearance of ftiffnefs and ftudy in his letters, which were to 
accurate and too exaét, and very unlike his language in cop. 
verfation : all this did not efcape the penetration of my 
charge, and gave her confiderable vexation. Her vexation 
however by no means prevented her enjoying all the amuf. 
ments of the circle fhe frequented, where fhe fhafed the 
general homage of the men, with the varying lovelinefs of 
Charlotte Prefeott, the graces of the autumnal rofe, Mil 
Carry], and the other fair ftars of their little galaxy. 

In thefe parties fhe contimwally met the gay advifer ofa 
life of narrow frugality, Mr. Hartford, and his lady ; he 
continued to treat her with exaétly his ufual’ frivolous gal. 
lantry ; and Mrs. Hartford with a referve and embarraflmem 
colderthan ever ; and although their approbation had been 
moft unequivocally given, they never attempted to forma 
friendfhip with Mifs Merton, or invited her to their houle in 
a family way; but fhe merely received an invitation to Mrs. 
Hartford's card parties in common with the other ladies of 
her acquaintance.’ In truth both Edwin and his parents 
began to find much difficulty in this affair ; the young man 
had a threefold view in addreffing Sophia; he was certainly 
captivated with her perfonal attra¢tions, {of her mind he was 
not a judge,) and it was alfo a ready way to make his mother 
declare what fhe would or would not do for him : added to 
which, there was a chance of Sophia’s marrying him at any 
rate, and her pretty little fortune was an objeét to a young 
matin his precarious fituation. ‘The liking he at fir en. 
tertained for Mifs Merton was now become a ftrong pafhon, 
but the want of candour with which he had aéted, and the 
evident miftake under which fhe had received his declaration, 
he muft be fenfible told very much againft him : He per- 
ceived alfo that fhe had no filly romantic notions in ber 
mind, and would not be very eafily perfuaded to fo hazardous 
a flep as a marriage with him, when the circumftances 
which he ftood became tully known to her .and her friends. 
As tothe Hartfords, they beheld the affair from the very 
beginning with vexation; it drew their former hiftory int 
notice ; they could. not objeét to Mifs Merton; and, no 
objecting, were obliged to declare the circumftances of Ed- 
win, which de veloped theirown. Itis but juftice to huma 
nature to fay, that, although they evinced Sapliois in nat 
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way, the real fituation of their fon, yet, they never: endea- 
voured by an infinuating familiar intercourfe to enfnare her 
towards the marriage. Few minds are fo bad as to love evil 
for itsown fake ; and the property of Sophia was no great 
objeét to fecure in their family : It is true, they would have 
been glad to have thrown Edwin entirely on the fortune of a 
wife, be it fmallor large; yet, for fome reafon or other, did 
not attempt by any artifices to bring forward this affair. A wri- 
ter of fiétion would probably draw the Hartfords as affifting 
their fon in his purfuit ; but Auri'is painting real life and 
charaéters as they are in exiftence, not-as they are formed in 
the brain of- the novelift.: Thus Edwin endeavouring in ’ 
vain to induce his mother to render his fituation fuch as he 
could avow to Sophia; unwilling-to relinquifh, and yet 
almoft defpairing to gain her, and with his confcience telling 


-him he.was aéting an unjuftifiable part, found himfelf in- 


volved in allabyrinth of perplexities. The Hartfords were 
greatly embarraffed and difpleafed by the enquiries into their 
charaéters and fituation which their fon’s addreffing Milfs 
Merton occafioned ;. and Sophia herfelf, vexédto find her 
lover avoid all explanations on pecuniary fubjeéts, knew not 
what to decide. Yet, as the fylph has- before obferved, her 
vexation did not prevent her appearance in gay parties; and, 
in reality, the attention fhe met with in thofe parties formed 
an excellent barrier againit any thoughts of a:toolith en- 
tanglement. 

While Sophia thus fhone in the firft fet of fociety in Mell- 
ford, the fecond fet Joft its brighteit ornament by the mar- 
riage of the pretty brunette, liza Bromley, whofe unplea- 
fant fituation Auri formerly defcribed to-his fair readers, 
and of whom he will now givethem fome further anecdotes, 
leaving for atime Mifs Merton, Edwin, and the Hartfords, to 
confider of their mutual perplexities. 


PRUDENCE AND PATIENCE REWARDED. 

The fylph has related in the beginning of this hiftory that 
Mr. Danvers, the lover of Eliza, was obliged both by the 
ties of gratitude and intereft, to confult the opinion of a fe- 
male relation previous to his marriage. - Auri has alfo ob- 
ferved, that this lady, trom a variety of circumftances, 
entirely difapproved of his choice; and to thefe objections 
feveral very malicious reports had not a little contributed. 
Mr. Danvers had very prudently refolved to try what time 
would effeét towards the removal of his relation’s diflike ; 
and his very proper conduét was crowned with fuccefs, when 
the 
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thé world leaft expeéted it. The'enemies of Eliza, who had 
aflifted the prejudices of the old lady by their malicious in. 
finuations, had even gone fo far as to perfuade her, that Mifs 
Bromley’s perfon was in fome degree deformed, and that her 
mind bordered on infanity. Nothing but the great fingularity 
of this lady’s difpofition, and her diftance from Mellford, 
could have induced even envy itfelf to hazard {uch abfurd 
fabrications. Accidental circumftances, and the teftimony 
of more unprejudiced perfons, at length: fhook her belief in 
thefe tales. She was alfo much gratified by the deference 
Danvers paid to her opinion by’ delaymg his nuptials ; and 
being convinced that fome of her objeétions were founded on 
falfe ideas, her tempcr took an oppofite extreme, (asis very 
common with undcerftandings of that prejudiced caft,) and 
forgetting Eliza’s want of fortuye, with many unpleafant cir- 
cumftances fhe had before objeéted to, : fhe-defired Mr. Dan- 
vers to repair.to Mellford, marry. Mifs Bromley, and. bring 
his bride direéily to her houfe. . Dahvers: was probably as 
much aftonifhed as the world at this unexpefted permifhon, 
but obeyed the old lady’s commands with al} due expedition, 
and fhe received with fondnels the very woman againt 
whom, a few montlis before, fhe would have fhut her door. 
She prefented Eliza with fome valuable trinkets which had 
been the ornaments of her days of gaiety, and introduced 
her to all the family acquaintance and conneétions as the 
wife of her heir ; {peaking of her when abfent, as “ My 
dear Eliza,’’ and “* My pretty relation, Mrs. Danvers.” 
From the above little anecdotes 1 hope my fair pupils will 
draw fome ufetul inferences,:. Very feldom are miarriages 
juftifiable which are tormed againft the confent of parents, 
or even of friends who ftand in the place of deceafed pa- 
rents Hi their objeftions are founded on prejudice and 
falfe ideas, thefe will give way before the torce of duty and 
time, as in the above inflance, If, as is more frequetitly the 
cale, the children are blinded, not the parents, then delay and 
confideration will convince them of the impropriety of their 
intended choice. For Auri holds it to be an incontrovertible 
truth, that every young man fhould confult his parents be- 
fore he declares his paflion to the objeét of his choice ; and 
that every young woman fhould make an exprefs reference 
to her’s before the accepts an offer of marriage, except i 
thofe unhappy circumitances where the parents are notorious 
bad charaéters, infane, or otherwife incapable of decifion. 
In the above inflance of Mr. Danvers and Mifs Bromley, 
the former certainly aéted wrong in not confulting a relation 
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whofe approbation he judged neceflary, before his declara- 
tion to Eliza. But let it be remembered, that relation was 
of a temper eminently eccentric, and moreover was not his 
parent, and that he judged it abfolutely indifpenfible to wait 
for her confent. 

There is furely fomething dreadful in the ingratitude of a 
child’s contra€ting a marriage contrary to'the commands of 
an afle&tionate and anxious parent : To force upon them as a 
fon or daughter, and to make a perfon your bofom friend, and 
the partner of .your life, to whom they have an infuperable 
diflike—paufe a thoufand times, my fair pupils, before you 
confent to fuch aconnection, That great mafter of all the 
feelings of the human heart, Shakefpear, fays , 


“ A father, is at the nuptials of his fon a gueft 
66 rp 
That beft becomes the table.” 


How muft the refle&tions on filial difobedience add 
flings to all thofe cares with which a wedded life abounds! 
The power of faying who you fhall wed no parent fhould 
arrogate, the affirmative is not their’s ; but to fay who you 
fhall not marry is certainly their prerogative, by all the re- 
ligions, manners, and habits of life, of all the civilized na- 
tions of the globe, both ancient and modern. 


(To be continued.) 





Biographical Sketch of General George Wafhington. 
By J. Morse, D.D. 


Minifter at Charleftown, near Bofton, and Author of the American 
Geography. 


(Continued from Page 313.) 
HE Britifh Ambaffador at the court of Verfailles was 


diretted to remonftrate to the French government 
againft the breach of the articles of capitulation above men- 
tioned ; and this may be confidered as the period when the 
French court began to unmafk, and to difcover that the con- 
duét of its governors and officers in America was in confor- 
mity to their orders. After this, warlike preparations on the 
trontiers were made by the French with redoubled aétivity, 
and were continued through the winter of 1754, and the 
ipring of 1755. 
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During this period the government of Virginia raifed an 
additional number of troops, who built Fort Cumberland 
and Fort Loudon, and formed a camp at Wills Creek, a fitua. 
tion convenient for the annoyance of the enemy on the Ohio, 
In all thefe fervices, and particularly in the ere&tion of the 
forts, Colonel Wafhington was aétively and principally em. 
ployed. 

At this time, May, 1755, General Braddock arrived at 
Alexandria, from England, with two veteran regiments from 
Ireland, to which were to be joined the independent and pro. 
vincial corps of America, and at the head of this army he 
was to repel the invaders of the colonial frontiers. Upona 
royal arrangement of rank, by which “ no officer who did 
not immediately derive his commiflion from the Kmg, could 
command one who did,’’ Colonel Wafhington refigned his 
commiffion, and as a volunteer and extra Aid-de-camp 
joined General Braddock. The army marched direéily to 
Fort du Quefne, by the rout of Wills Creek. No perfon 
was fo well acquainted with this route as Colonel Wath. 
ington, and no other officer in the colony, at this time, fuf- 
tained fo high and well eftablifhed a military reputation; and 
had his counfel been fufhiciently regarded, there is reafon to 
believe the misfortunes which followed would have been 
prevented. In his route, General Braddock unexpeftedly, 
and of confequence, unpreparedly, met a large body of the 
enemy. Whuthout detailing minutely the particulars of the 
hard fought and bloody battle which enfued, and which term. 
nated inthe total defeat of Braddock’s army, which confifted of 
2000 reguiar Britifh forces, and nearly 800 provincials, I 
fhall only fay, in the words of the refpeétable and corred 
writer | John Bell, Efq.] to whom I am indebted for many 
of the fa&is contained in this fketch, that “* it is allowed on 
all fides, that the haughty behaviour of General Braddock, 
hishigh contempt of the provincial officers and foldiers, andhis 
difdainful obftinacy in reje@ting their advice, were the caufes 
of this fatal difafter. With what refolution and fteadinels 
the provincials, and their gallant commander (Colonel Wahh- 
ington) behaved onthis trying occafion, and in covering the 
confufed retreat of the army, let every Britith officer and 
foldier confefs who were refcued from {laughter on that ca 
lamitous day by their valour and condu&.” 

To this information it is proper to add, that Colonel 
Wafhington was the only officer, whofe duty obliged him to 
be on horfeback during the battle, who was not either killed 
or wounded. Providence feemed to referye him to fave 
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from utter deftruétion the wreck of a defeated army. Ha. 
ving fecured their paffage over the ford of the Monongahela, 
and finding the enemy did not purfue their viétory, Colonel 
Wathington haftened to concert meafures for their further 
fecurity with Colonel Dunbar, who had remained fome dif- 
tance in the rear, with the fecond divifion of the army and 
the heavy baggage. To effeé& this he travelled with two 
guides, all night, through a dreary wildernefs, notwith- 
flanding the fatigues of the preceding day, and the enfeebled 
flate of his health, having but imperfeétly recovered from 
ficknefs. Soexhaufted was he in the morning, that he was 
obliged to be fupported with cufhions on his horfe. The 
public accounts of this affair, both in England and America, 
were not parfimonious of applaufe for the effential fervice 
he had rendered his country on fo trying an occafion. 

Not long after this time, the regulation of rank, which had 
been fo injurious to the colonial officers, was changed to 
their fatisfa€ton, in confequence of the difcontents of the of- 
ficers,and the remonftrance of Colonel Wafhington; andthe 
government of Virginia, imprefled witha due fenfe of his 
merits, gave him, in a new and extenfive commiffion, the com- 
mand of all the troops raifed, and to be raifed in that colony. 
This commiffion he held, with fignal credit to himfelf and ad- 
vantage to his country, till 1759, when tranquillity being re- 
ftored on the frontiers of the middle colonies, and his confti- 
tution having become extremely enfeebled and endangered by 
an inveterate pulmonary complaint, he refigned his military 
appointment. Impartial hiftorians will do juftice to his 
charaéter, in detailing the judicious plans he fuggefted, and 
the fyftem he purfued for defending the frontiers, and his per- 
fonal hazards, bravery, and atchievements previoully to the 
period of his refignation. Nor are authentic documents 
wanting to fhew the tender regret which the Virginia line 
expreffed at parting with their commander, and the affec- 
tlonate regard which he entertained for them. 

From this period, till the year 1775, he cultivated the arts 
of peace. Soon after he refigned his commiflion in 1759, 
his health having been gradually re-eftablifhed, he married 
the prefent Mrs. Wafhington, then Mrs. Martha Cuftis*, an 
amiable and beautiful young widow, “ with whom he had a 
fortune of twenty thoufand pounds fterling in her own right, 
befides her dower in one of the principal eftates in Vir- 

VoL. XXXV. 3 D ginia,”’ 


* General and Mrs. Wathing ton were both born in the fame 
year, 
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ginia,” and ‘fettled as a planter and farmer, at his favourite; 
delightful feat, the far-famed Mount Vernon. 

General Watfhington was the largeft landholder, probably, 
in the United States. Befides the large eftates which came 
into his pofleflion by his marriage, and by the death of Mrs. 
Wafhington’s only daughter {amounting in the: whole to 
thirty thoufand pounds fterling', he owned large traé&s of 
excellent land in different parts of the flate, which, in early 
life, while he was lurveyor, he had taken up for himfelf, or 
purchafed of offfeers who had lands allotted them for their 
fervices. He alfo made large additions to his eftate at Mount 
Vernon, which, in 1787, confifled of about nine thoufand 
acres, under his own cultivation. His income from his, 
eflates was reckoned, in 1776,to amount, at lealt, to four 
thoufand pounds fterliug a year; and it.was then fuppofed they 
would have fold for more than one hundred and fixty thou- 
fand pounds of the fame money, equal to upwards of fix 
hundred and fixty-fix thoufand dollars. There can be no 
doubt, that under his fuperintendence and admirable ma- 
nagement, his property has fince much increafed. 

General Wafhington was not lefs diftinguifhed as a farmer, 
than as a warrior and a ftatefman. He undertook every 
thing on a great {cale, proporiioned to his great and com- 
prehenlive mind; and his exaét and exemplary method in 
tranfatiing all his bufinefs, enabled him to accomplifh more, 
aud in a move perfect and advantageous manner, than perhaps 
any other man of the age. He has raifed feven thoufand 
bufhels of wheat, and ten thoufand of Indian corn in one 
year, on his efiate at Mount Vernon. In the fucceeding year 
he raifed two hundred lambs, fowed twenty feven bufhels of 

flax-ieed, and planted more than feven hundred buthels of 

potatoes. Atthe fame time he had manufaftured under his 

eye, by his domeftics, Jinen and woollen cloth fufficient for 

his houfehold, which confitted of nearly a thoufand fouls. 
His land, defigned for cultivation, he had enclofed in lots of 
equal dimenfions, and crops afligned to each for many 
years. On Saturday in ihe afternoon, every week, he was 
accuflomed to receive reports from all his overfeers, (and 
thefe reports, 1 have been informed, were received and at- 
tended to conftantly, during the pertod of his cominand of 
our armies aud his Prefidency of the United States), which 
reports were correéily regiftered in books kept for the pute 
pote ; fo thar at the end of the year, le was able, accurately, 
he quantity of labour be2owed on each of the 
feveral lots, and the amount of the produce, Order and 
economy 
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economy were eftablifhed in all the departments within and 
without doors. 

Agriculture was his fay ourite employment, and he pur- 
{ued it in a manner worthy of himfelf, One great objeét 
which he ever kept in view, wa s to introduce or augment 
the culture of thofe articles which he conceived would be 
the moft beneficial in their cor snfequences to his country. 
Upon this principle, he early gave up planting tobacco, and 
went altogether into the farming bufinefs. To acquire and 
communicate practical knowledge, he connleinaied with 
the celebrated Mr. Arthur Young of England, and with 
many agricultural gentlemen of this country. As improve- 
ment was known to be his objeét, he was in the habit of re- 
ceiving rare feeds, and refults of new proje&s from every 
quarter. He likewife made copious notes, relative to his 
own experiments, the ftate of the feafons, the nature of 
foils, of which he was an exceilent judge, and the effeéts of 
diferent kinds of manure, and fuch other topics, as tended 
to the improvement of agriculture. 

While he was thus ufetully occupied asa farmer, and gi- 

ving to all around him, and to potterity, anoble example of 
induftry, economy, and good management, he was, at the 
fame time, afliduous in ferving the flate. Fromthe time he 
leftthe army in 1759, until the year 1774, he was conftantly 
a member of aflembly ; he was alfo a magiltrate of the 
county in which he lived, anda judge of the court. He was 
elected a delegate to the firft Congrefs in 1774, and to that 
which affembled the yéar following. 

It was while he was a member of this affembly of the 
wifeft men in America, that he was, on the 15th of June, 
1775, by their unanimous vote, appointed Commander in 
Chief of all the forces raifed, or to be raifed for the defence 
of thethen colonies. He accepted his appointment ; ; with 
what diffidence and difintereftednefs, his reply to the Prefi- 
dent of the Congrefs, when his appointment was announced 
to him, witneffes. ‘* It was a fortunate circumitance, at- 
tending his eleétion, that it was accompanied with no com- 
petition, and followed by noenvy. That fame general im- 
pul lfe on the public mind, which led the colonifts to agree 
in many other particulars, pointed to him as the moft proper 
perfon for prefiding over the military arrangements of Aine- 
rica. Notonly the Congrefs, but the inhabitaats inthe eaft 
and weft, in the northand fouth, as well before as at the time 
of employing a continental army, were in a great. degree 
unanimous in his favour.” 7 ne very high eftimation he 
itood in for inte; grity and honour, his engaging in the cauf 
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of his country from fentiment and a conviétion of her 
wrongs, his moderation in politics, his extenfive property, 
and his approved abilities as a military commander, were mo. 
tives which obliged the choice of America to fall upon 
him. 

(To be continued.) 





Anecdotes of Painiing in its firft State, 


HE firft artifts were fo unfortunate in their defigns, 
that they had recourfe to in{¢riptions under their paint- 
ings to convey fome idea to the {pettator of the thing they 
meant. They found nothing more difficult than animals; 
and their horfes were not to be diftinguifhed from their oxen 
andafles. A critical wit faid of a painter, who had written 
under his piéture, ** This is an afs,’’ that it was hard to de- 
cide which moft refembled one, the piéture or the painter. 

It is faid that the origin of painting with a colour was 
owing to one Cleophantes of Corinth, who having, in mere 
fport, mixed brick-duft in water, applied it to his defign; 
and to this feeble commencement we perbaps are indebted 
for all the magic of fine colouring. 

After this mononchromatic art, were gradually introduced 
a mixture of four colours; white, yellow, black, and red, 
With only thefe Zeuxis, Apelles, Polygnotus, and others 
Grecian artifts, have immortalifed themfelves. 

The ancients firft. painted on wood, whitened with chalk, 
and from this circumftance is derived the Latin word éabula, 
for pi€ture; and the~French tableau. The ufe of canvals 
is of recent difcovery. Holbein painted on wood, and Ra- 
phael did not always employ canvafs. Is not wood lefs 
perifhable than canvafs? and is not the latter fubjeét to many 
inconveniences from which the other is exempt, fuch as 
fhrinking, creafing, &c. which in great pictures, fuch as thole 
with which Mr. Barry’s magnificent pencil has covered the 
walls of the fociety’s room in the Adelphi, are too often to 
be lamented, 

Some of the moft ancient paintings were done on walls. 
The prophet Ifaiah tells us, that the Chaldeans painted theit 
apartments. The ancients did not ufe tapeftry in ther 
rooms; but, as they had atafte for ornament, thofe who could 
not afford to cover their walls with figures equally beautiful 
and coftly, decorated them with painted compartments ata 
moderate price, 
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Inthe ageof Alexander, the produ@ions of great painters 
were not confidered as furniture, merely defigned to embellifh 
the dwellings of the epulent ; they were counted among the 
treafures of the flate, and were expofed to public infpeétion, 
asthe rightful enjoyments of the whole people. 

Painting in profiles is faid to have been occafioned by the 
following circumitance: Antigenus having loft an eye in 
war, the artift, defirous of concealing this defeét in the por- 
trait of his prince, painted only one fide of the face; fo that 
the deceived {pettator imagined that it was merely the attitude 
of the prince which concealed one of his eyes, and not a real 
defett. 

Artifts, in placing their names at the bottom of their pro- 
duftions, did not hardily think that their work was finifhed, 
aod, notwithftanding their efforts and imauiflry, were ftill 
modeft. We may obferve this on Grecian ilatues, where 
we read, ““ Glyco of Athens made this work ;” Praxitetes 
made this work,” &c. And it is ingenioufly conjectured, 
that always avoiding the preterite fecit (has made), they 
meant to infinuate that there was no work fo accomplifhed in 
all its parts, as notto be capable of a higher perfe@tion. 
Sometimes they concifely infcribed under their piétures or 
flatues, “* This is the work of fuch anartift,” &c. 

They not only carefully infcribed their names, but they 
likewife put in their pictures a kind of fcroll or title 
which explained their fubject. Polygnotus, long after the 
art was reftored, and even in its firft fplendour, placed un- 
der every figure the name of the perfon it reprefented ; fo 
that the greater part of ancient paintings muft have been 
loaded with inferiptions, producing a moft difagreeable 
effect. It gave an occafion to the raillery of Petronius, in 
his Feat of Trimalcion, and I give an extraét as not unenter- 
taining, 

Fe In viewing Trimalcion’s pictures in his veftibule,” he fays, 

I faw a pidture of a market-place, where flaves were 
orderly ranged for fale ; every one of which (and the num- 
ber was confiderable) had a little roll hanging about his neck. 
Trimalcion was likewife there, holding a caduceus in his 
hand, and feated in a chariot condu&ted by Minerva, Far- 
ther, he looked as if he had been taught to calculate, and 
there was fhewn as atreafurer of the empire. 1 underftood 
all this, for the painter had luckily very accurately ex- 
Plained it by an in{cription.” 

This inartificial and inept manner was received among 
ome of our modern painters in Europe, and may 20 be 
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feen inthe rude fpecimens of early art; nor have there been 
wanting fome writers of our own times who have been {o 
taftelefs as to imagine that fuch ferolls might greatly heighten 
the proper underflanding the ideas of the painter, as if 
fo ridiculous an expedient can poflibly be fuffered. This 
manner has, however, proved very convenient in carica- 
tures ; andthe licentioufnefs of that fatirical painting admits, 
with propriety, an inftrument fo grofs. 

The firft Grecian artifts, not ignorant of the extent and 
the difficulties of painting, confined themfelves to one fpe- 
cies of this art, which, of itfelf, embraces fo many kinds; 
one painted only men, another only women, anda third de. 
voted his ftudies to a group of wrefllers. 

It is certain that the enthufiafm of the art was morc pre- 
valent among the Grecian artifts than among the modern. 
The glory of acquiring a public reward at the Pythian 
games was firft obtained by one Timagoras, who was {o tranf- 
ported with the fuccefs of his pencil, that he broke out 
into a fine delirium of poetry, and the poem was flill read at 
Rome a long time after the reign of Auguftus. 

The more excellent painters, and the more fkilful feulp- 
tors, feeling the fublimity of their art, chiefly confecrated 
their works to the gods, believing that men were not worthy 
of equal honours. When they reprefented the female divi- 
nities, they generally modelled them by the perfons of a 
beloved miftrefs, or by fome courtefan celebrated for her 
beauty. Juftin Martyr rallied the Pagans for adoring the 
miftreffes of their artifts, when they proftrated themfelves to 
their goddeffes. 

The fame thing occurred, in modern times, in the Catholic 
religion: the Virgin was painted to refemble the miftrefs of 
a Pope, and his holinefs was pioufly proftrated at her feet. 
Le Brun, when he was defired to paint a Magdalen for 
Louis XIV. copied the portrait of the Duchefs de la Valiere, 
one of his miftreffes: but the union of love and religion has 
exifted among all nations. 


| 





Obfervations on the Birds of the Torrid Zone, particularly 
the Taylor Bird. 


AD Providence left the feathered tribe unendowed with 

any particular inflinét, the birds of the torrid zone 
would have built their nefts in the fame unguarded manner 2 
9 thofe 
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thofe of Europe; but there the leffer fpecies having a cer- 
tain prefcience of the dangers that furround them, and of 
their own weaknefs, fufpend their nelt at the extreme 
branches of the trees: they are conf{cious of inhabiting a 
climate replete with enemies to them and their young ; with 
{nakes that twine up the bodies of the trees, and apes that are 
perpetually in fearch of prey; but, Heaven-inftruéted, they 
elude the gliding of the one andthe aétivity of the other. 

The brute creation in.the torrid zone are more at enmity 
with one another than in other climates, and the birds are 
obliged to exert unufual artifice in placing their little broods 
outof the reach of aninvader. Each aims at the fame end, 
though by different means. Some form their penfile neft in 
fhape of a purfe, deep and open at the top; others with an 
hole in the fide, and others, {till more cautious, with an en- 
trance from the very bottom, forming their lodge near the 
{ummit. 

But the little {pecies of the tailor bird feems to have 
greater difidence than any of. the others; it will not truft its 
net even to the extremity of a {lender twig, but makes one 
more advance to fafety, by fixing it to the leaf itfelf. It 
picksup a dead leat, and, furprizing to relate, fews it to the 
fide of a living one; its flender bill being the needle, and 
its thread fome fine fibres, the lining feathers, goflamer and 
down. Its eggs are white, the colour of the bird light yel- 
low; its length three inche: s; its weight only three fixteenths 
of an ounce, fo that the materials of the neft, and its own 
fize, are not likely to draw down a habitation that depends on 
fo flight atenure ! 





SKETCH of the LIFE of THOMAS MILBOURN, 
Tux CuMBERLAND 


ATELY died, at Carnbridge, in the parifh of Cum- 

whitton, near Carliile, between 79 and 89 years of age, 
Thomas Milbourn, a man whofe fingular difpofition and 
manner of life deferves fome notice. During the former 
part of his life he was a farmer’s fervant, in which honeft and 
laborious vocation he contrived to fave 200]. with this fum 
he purchafed a {mall farm at Carnbridge {borrowing fuch a 
fum, as added to his own, made bas the purchafe m mney,) and 
thencelorward refided upon his little eftate. Her ever mat- 
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ried, nor hired a fervant into his houfe ; but lived alone, and 
principally cultivated his land with his own hands, 

Thomas’s great obje& was to fave money, and, to that end, 
he denied himfelf not only the conveniences, but what, by 
moft people, are confidered the neceflaries of life: His food 
was of the moft homely kind, and ufed fparingly ; the 
fcanty contents of his wardrobe were hardly futfcient to 
cover his fhivering limbs, or to hide his nakednefs, and, being 
covered with dirt and vermin, were configned to the flames 
immediately after his death ; a razor had not been applied to 
his face for many years, nor a brufh nor broom to his houfe, 
His bed, half filled with chaff and ftraw, hada poor cover. 
ing, and a fleece of wool fupplied the place of a pillow. 
This, with the few remaining miferable articles of houfehold 
furniture, when drawn from the wildernefs of ftreaming cob. 
webs which had been accumulating for the laft 20 years, were 
fold, at public fale, for lefs than ten fhillings. 

By a continred obfervance of the moft rigid parfimony, 
old Thomas foon cleared himfelf of his pecuniary in- 
cumbrances, and, in the end, had f{craped together property 
in land, money, and cattle, to the amount of near 1000}, 
His love of money did not defert him even on his death-bed; 
where, lying ina very languid flate, while his friends, by 
his defire, were fearching for fome concealed treafure, and 
drew forth a large bunch of promiffory notes, he exerted his 
remaining ftrength in a loud exclamation of ‘* There, you 
fee now !’’ But, although Thomas was the great banker of 
the neighbourmg villages, he had no idea of ufury, and few 
of his neighbours, who deferved any credit, afked hisaflif- 
tance in pecuniary matters in vain; fometimes even his too 
great confidence in the honefty of others was impofed on by 
the artful knaves. 





REFLECTIONS. 


N author, who affects to be fine in every thing he fays, 
and to write above his fubjecét, is juft as ridiculous a 
coxcomb as him who performs the moft indifferent actions 
witha ftudied grace. And this affeétation is one principal 
caufe of the awkward unnatural language, which prevails in 
mott of our modern tragedies. 

The wit of fome, who have a large thare of it, is too 
much of onc kind, and proves cloy ing for want of variety. 
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AN ANECDOTE. 


PEED, in enumerating the buildings ere&ted by King 
Henry VII. adds, “* Of his building alfo was Richmond 
Palace, and that beautiful placethe chapel of Weftminfter 
—the one the place of his death, the other of his burial : 
which forms of moft curious and exquifite building he and 
Bihhop Foxe firft learned in France, and thence brought with 
them into England.” j 





Anfwer, by G. England, of Uplyme, to W. Hoare’s Rebus, 
inferted February 3. 


HILE thofe whofe hearts in emptinefs confide, 

q Who fcorn at genius, and at lore deride, 
Lie unregarded in the moulder’d fhrine, 
Forgotten quite by friends and all mankind, 
JOHNSON! thy honour’d, praife-deferving name, 
Shall be engrav’d on rolls of lafting fame; 
Shall in its annals fill a fhining page, 

And there remain unto the lateft age. 


tr We have received the like anfwer from Serjeant Afh, 
of the Exminfter Volunteers; W. Brock, of Evercreech; 
T. Whicker, P. Gove, W. Harris, Jun. and W. Hobbs, of 
Exeter; J. R. Toulmin; G.Coulman, of Broadhempfton ; 
T. Jarvis, of Malborough ; and Dubjous, of Calverleigh. 





Anfwer, by 7. R. Toulnin, to W. Harvis’s Charade, inferted 
February 3. 


ASTEN, Oh Lord! that happy day of peace, 
When War and anarchy {hall be no more ; 
And when iniquity {hall alfo ceafe, 
And righteoufnefs extend from fhore to fhorc. 


‘When darknefs comes, and night draws nigh, 
A Wick doth cheering light fupply : 
The borough that you have in view 
Is WARWICK, Sir, and fo adieu. 
fr We have received the like anfwer from R.' Thomas, 
W. Hobbs, and P. Gove, of Exeter; Dubious, of Calver- 
leigh; G, England, of Uplyme ; W. Brock, of Evercreech; 
R. Maffett, of Saltalh; George Coulman, of Broadhemp- 
Vor. XXXV. 3 E {ton ; 
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fion; ‘T. Jarvis, of Malborough; Serjeant Ath, of the Ex. 
minfter Volunteers ; and R. Andrews, and J. King, both of 


King{bridge. 





4 QUESTION, éy Cleon, of Penzance, 


( LIVEN I—x X2X2x?—1=—a maximum, whereby to 


find x. 








A REBUS, by N. Knott, of Taunton, 


N infeé firft, ye bards, you'll find ; 
A metal next pray bring to mind; 
A tool that’s often us’d with care ; 
A bird of prey that foars in air: 
Th’ initials join’d will right exprefs 
What all men dread, and yet carefs. 


An ENIGMA, by Reélife, of Yeovil. 


EAS’D had th’ boiling waves, th’ winds to roar, 
When Celia left her cot with, heart-felt pain ; 

Th’ gentle zephyrs fann’d the wellern fhore, 

And Luna {pread around-hex filver train, 
No voice was heard fave Philomela’s lay, 

Whole breaift was late the refidence of joy ; 
With plaintive note now from th’ hawthorn {pray 

Upbraids th’ fates that did her love deftroy. 


Diftin€ and loud the pebbly beach‘along, 
As rous’d by magic founds affail her ears ; 
And ilrange to tell, amid th’.motley throng 
A vifion in a fnow-white fheet appears. 
** Guard my Leander, Heav’n!”’ exclaim’d the maid; 
The vifion now approach’d her lovely form; 
True love and innocence are ne'er afraid, 
And ftill proteét their votaries from harm. 
The vifion fled! difpell’d were her alarms, 
Whole polith'd form a Venus’s outvies ; 
CEdipean youths! reveal this magic charm, 
And guide Leander to his lovely prize. 


9 POETRY. 
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VERSES ox the SPRING. 
By P.. Govey of Exeter. 


OW {pring appears with blooming mien, 
N And theds its bleflings o’er.our ifle; 
Itcloaths with verdure hill and plain, 

And makes the face of want to imile. 


Lo! now the tunefal tribes unite, 

And chearfully their mattins fing 3 
Soon as the morn difclofes light 

The groves and vales.with mufic ring. 


How pleafing now each rural fcene! 
Each heart with extacy it fills; 
The morn is calins the air ferene, 
In fofteft;murmurs glide the rills. 


Now frifking round the lambkins lead 
Their am’rous dams to {port and play ; 
While children in the daify’d mead 
Do innocently pafs the day. 


Behold! the groves and fragrant bowers, 
Fheir lovely verdure ’gain-renew ; 

Bedeck’d with gaudy fhrubs and flow’rs, 
Shine forth refplendent to the view. 


Mild zephyrs now o’er hill and plaia 
Their fottening influence {pread around ; 

While vernal fhow’rs of gentle rain 
Refreth the fertile, teeming ground. 


Lo! in the rivers and the brooks 
How fportively the fithes glide ; 

While the flim angler baits his’ hooks 
Fait by the limpid water’s fide. 


The fruit trees now in white are clad, 
Moft lovely do their beauties boom ; 

Ali nature fmiles! creation’s glad— 
For winter’s fled with all its gloom» 
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ODE on the DEATH of PILATRE DE ROSSIER, the celebrazeg 


Aeronaut. 


ONS of genius! droop and languith, 
Heave the figh and hang the head ; 
Science claims the heart-felt anguith ; 
Science weeps for Rofficr dead. 


*Twas Ambition’s bold afpiring 
Robb’d her of ‘her firm ally: 

*T was the pride of greatly daring 
Threw her fav’ rite from the fky. 


See him mount on airy pinion, 
See aloft the floating car, — 

Sailing with fupreme domiaion 
Thro’ the azure deep of air! 


?T was in evil hour he ventur’d ; 
Vain were all the arts he try’d ; 

Vulcan faw his realms invaded ; 
Jove his thunder faw defy’d. 


Soon, to fave their injur’d honour, 
And to wreak their vengeful ire, 

Jove launch’d the flaming bolts of Vulcap ; 
Soon the veffel caught the fire, 


Like Icarus, too boldly foaring, 
He fell,—he perith’d on the ftrand; 
One on the fea a flame beftowing, 
The other fame apon the land. 





ADDRESS to CONTENT. 


Nw of the cottage, low’d contentment hail! 
In the calm bofom of {ome tranquil vale, 
Primrofe of life, fequetter’d art thou found, 
Or in che folitary mofs-clad cell, 
Where fome religious hermit loves to dwell, 
*Mid high-grown woods fecurely fene’d around. 


Or far retir'd fromrfathion’s {plendid ftate, 
Where health fits {miling at the thepherd’s gate ; 
Daughter of blifs, thou handmaid pure of love! 
Where unallay’d by paffion’s tumults vile, 
Simplicity, a nymph unknown to guile, 
Comes a fair gueit, thy unbought {weets to prove. 


What tho’ from grandeur’s fun-gilt dome thou'rt drivens 


Still innocence, the white-rob’d fprite of Heaven, 
Clote in thy bofom holds her fpotlefs throne ; 
Whilft peace, thy parent, lov’d content, and guide, 

Join’d by each virtue’s fainted form befide, 
Rowand thy fair temples wreathes her olive crown. 
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